Exposure
• Level of competitive play (professional, non-professional) • Sport type
• Strenuous non-competitive sport activity • Military • Non-sport trauma
Comparator
• Non-sport control • Standardized reference group
• Crude (non-standardized) population reference group
Outcome
• ALS • Mortality associated with ALS
• Other neurologic disorders
Type of studies • Cohort study • Case control study
• Cross-sectional studies • Studies not producing an effect measure (OR, RR or standardized ratio)
Definitions of professional and non-professional sports. Non-professional sports included sports that were labelled organized or competitive. Professional sports were all identified as professional, employed professionally, employed for ≥1 year as main occupation, or identified with a professional organization such as the A, B and C soccer league in Italy or the National Football League in America. 
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